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The Honorable Samuel W. Bodman
Secretary '

U.S. Department of Energy

1000 Tndependence Ave., SW
Washington, DIC, 20585

Deoar Seerctary Bodman,

I am miting': to extend my congratulations on your efforts regarding National Irterest
Electric Transmission Corridors (NIETC), and fo provide a Govemeor's perspective on the-
benefits of such designations,

West Virginia is in a unique position. Geographically, we border one of two areas in the
nation identified as soverely defioient ini electric transmission infastructure, To our noxth and
east, we seo regional issues of high energy prices, exacerbated by luck of suitable sites for now
generation facilities. To our south and west, and within our own state, we see low-priced
generation in existing power plants that have been retrofitted to cotaply wit. new environmental
regulations — clcan coal plants, We also sce some of the most promising siting opportunitics
anywhere it the Eastern U.S, for renewable energy such as wind. The challenge becomes gotting
from Point A to Point B in a' manner that is beneficial to all citizens in sach of tlie respective
regions, : :

<% On May 8 of this year, I attended a celebration of thie last fine splice on Ametioan Electric
 Power's Wyoming-Jacksons Ferry 765&V transtnission line, which was energized a-month lator.
This K)-mile line stretches from West Virginia to Virginia, and provides vital reliability benefits
for a significant portion of my state. Due to a mumber of largely unrelated issues, the line took 13
years to site. 1 understand this is an exception, but L also understand that transmission prajeots of
this size are not builtin a day.

Thie electrio demand needs of a significant percentage of Americans are great and they
are immediate. Theso needs are both financial, in tenms of lower energy prices, and seourity
related, in terms of reliability, The state of the U.S. electric grid along the urban. East Coast is not
merely a consumers' issue. It is a matter of national security. Wo must move forward with
expediency in identifying project proposals that meet NIETC specifications, so siting and

constrnuction can begin.
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Seyverl proposals have been filed with the Depathment of Erergy seeking National
Inderest Electric Transmission Coridor designation. The first two such proposals were American
Electric Powrer's I-76% project (the ‘Amios-Kermploven-Doans T63-LY proposal) and Allegheny
Power's Travs-AllegheryInterstate Line, a portion of which is needed f5r naar-term elishility,
These two proposals are complementsiry, and together would msolve the vast majonty of
corgéstion problerns identified in an ared a5 orie of s tevitical in the Unitad S tates.

My staffard | have reviewed bothof these pwojecis atd spoken at length with ARP and
APofficials reganling the berefits of the lines— benafits 1o fhe eitizerts of Wst Virgirda, as swell
asmillions of citizens of othey satas, Isupportbothof these projects.

The purpase of my leffer is to encourage you to desigrite National Interest Electric
Trars wission Cordors that coireide with the paths of bofh the 1764 prject and' the Trans-
Adleghery project. They vieet the sequirenrents identified by the Departrentof Ererey, and they
wrere proposed inkeeping with the spivit and indent of tha Eiergy Polizy Act of 2005.

‘ Thark yau sgain for yourserious deliberation rezanling this ¢riticul issue. If I canbe of
flarthor assistavce to you, please do rothesitateto comtact 1, '

rtlmramm twegards,

Jor Manchin 1]
Governor of West Virginia

ce:  KevinKelevar ‘ .
Director, Office of Electicity Delivery and Energy Relishility

David Mayer |
Dap,utg- Diractor, Offive of Electicity Delivexy Evergy ard Relishility

Pogoum Agrawal : , '
Maragey, Office of Electricity Deliveryand Exergy Relizh ility

Michaal G. Moms
Chaizman, Pesidert and CEO, Ametivan Electric Powear

Pail J, Evamson -
Chainman, Prsident and CEO, AlleglenyEnargy




