Governor Manchin’s Transmission 

Tax Bill 

House Bill 3000 

Senate Bill 505 Electricity Transmission Tax 

What the Bills attempt to accomplish:                                                                                                         The Real Truth: 

To tax large interstate transmission lines running through                                                                         This tax violates the Interstate Commerce Clause 

WV such as the Trans-Allegheny Interstate Line (TrAIL)                                                                         of the US Constitution. 

and the Potomac-Appalachian Transmission Highline 

(PATH) 

To provide a source of revenue or benefit to WV residents WV ratepayers will be charged for 

from TrAIL and PATH this tax in their electric bills 

1. There is no need to pass a tax now.  This is a very complicated issue in a very unstable state and federal environment.   Let the PSC have its hearings on PATH this year and rule on the need for the line on its own merits. 

2. The tax idea was cooked up last year in back room deals between the governor and the power companies to help get the PSC to approve TrAIL and now PATH. We need lots more public discussion and open debate before the legisature acts. 

3. The tax will ultimately either be paid entirely by electric rate payers or will be invalidated in federal court.  No money will be returned directly to ratepayers.  

In other words, when WV raises taxes on PATH, which the Governor says will generate $90 million, AEP and Allegheny Energy will pass all the cost of that tax, plus 14.3% onto all electric customers in the PJM region, including WV. 

For more in depth information on Governor Manchin’s Electricity Transmission Tax Bill go to 

http://calhounpowerline.wordpress.com 

